
 

 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE MEETING BETWEEN THE CHAIRMAN AND THE SECRETARY 

GENERAL OF ABUJA MOU  

On 22 November 2016, at the meeting between the Chairman and Secretary General of 

Abuja MoU held at the Ministry of Transport, Civil Aviation and Merchant Marine of Congo in 

Brazzaville, the following resolutions were reached:  

1. General presentation on Abuja MoU 

The  Secretary General, at the traditional annual meeting with the Chairman of the MoU 

Abuja, gave a general presentation on the Organization and the progress of work on port 

State control in the region. The Secretary General solemnly handed the Abuja MoU flag to 

the Chairman, after congratulating him on his new appointment as Minister of Transport, 

Civil Aviation and Merchant Marine of the Republic of Congo and Chairman of Abuja MoU. 

2. Regional Information Center of Abuja MoU  

It was emphasized that the Regional Information Centre of Abuja MoU has to be operational 

in 2017. The Director of the National Information Center will have to work in collaboration 

with the Technical Working Group (TWG) chaired by Senegal, to carry out a study to 

complete the work of the Regional Information Center and launch its operations. The 

Chairman of Abuja MoU reiterated the commitment of the Government of the Republic of 

Congo to make the Regional Information Center in Pointe Noire, Congo operational. The 

database management will have to visit the Information Centre in Russia with the aim of 

acquiring the technical skills and possible assistance and transfer of the database from 

Russia to the Centre. 

 

3. Training organized by Abuja MoU   

The Maritime Administration of the Congo has accepted the offer of the Secretariat of Abuja 

MoU to designate inspectors who will take part in a two-day national training session on the 

Abuja MoU Port State Control Manual and the use of AMIS - Information System. 

4. Trainings organized by the IMO 

His Excellency the Minister of Transports confirmed that henceforth Congo will participate in 

trainings offered by the IMO. He instructed the Maritime Administration to take all necessary 

measures when the training opportunities come up. 

5. Statutory Meetings 

The Chairman agreed to propose to his counterparts in member States that Statutory 

Meetings of the MoU (the Ministerial Conference and the Committee Meeting) be held back 

to back within the week. The Chairman of the Abuja MoU agreed with the Secretary 

General's suggestion to attend the Ministerial Conference of the Paris MoU to be held in May 

2017 in Canada. 



 
 

 

 6. Annual Report: Statistics and Publications 

Congo has begun to make direct entries of their inspection reports into the Abuja MoU data 

base. The next publication the Abuja MoU Annual Report (2016 edition) will mention Congo 

as one of the Member States that enter their inspections directly into the database. 

 

7.  Register of Abuja MoU Inspectors 

The Merchant Marine Directorate is requested to transmit to Abuja MoU the updated list of 

Inspectors each year, in accordance with the requirements of the IMO. 

8. Membership Campaigns 

The Chairman undertook, at the request of the Secretary General of the Abuja MoU, to 

relate with member States that have not yet joined the MoU, with the aim of convincing 

them to accede to the Memorandum and become full members of the MoU. 

9. Member States ‘Performance Review’  

The Secretary General encouraged the establishment of National Committee on Port State 

Control in each member States to avoid confusion among relevant government agencies 

during port State control inspection. The IMO encourages the establishment of Maritime 

administrations in member states that are yet to do so. Member States are encouraged to 

effectively adopt Convention amendments as soon as possible. 

10. External Relations 

Abuja MoU has developed relationships with several organizations such as: PMAWCA, 

MOWCA, ILO, EU and ACP as well as with other regional MoUs. In order to create a synergy 

and strengthen solidarity in decision-making, and eliminate unseaworthy ships from Africa, it 

was decided to revive the idea of bringing together the three (3) MOUs (Abuja MoU, Indian 

Ocean MoU and the Mediterranean MoU) that surround the continent of Africa. Abuja MoU is 

working on completing its request for observer status with ECOWAS and CEMAC. During the 

discussions, the possibility of trainings for PSC inspectors in the Regional Maritime 

Academies was noted. 

11. Budget and Audit 

Every year, the Financial Audited Report of Abuja MoU is submitted to the Chairman of  

Abuja MoU for his review and signature. The Financial Audited Report 2015-2017 was duly 

presented to the Chairman and signed. 

The Chairman reassured the Secretary General that arrangements had been made for the 

payment of all of Congo's financial contributions. 

 

 



 
 

 

12. General Conclusion 

The Chairman of Abuja MoU, in his capacity as Minister of Transport reminded the meeting 

that port State control actions contribute to guaranteeing the safety and security of the 

maritime space of the sub-region. He urged member States to comply and pay a lot more 

attention to these issues which are of vital importance.  

 

                                                          Done in Brazzaville, on 23rd November 2016                                         

By The Chairman of Abuja MoU                      

Minister of Transports, 

                                                   Civil Aviation and Merchant Marine  

                                                  of the Republic of Congo 

                                                                  Gilbert MOKOKI 

      And  

 

                                                        The Secretary General of Abuja MoU 

                                                        Mfon Ekong Usoro (Mrs) 

 


